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Current situation of OS in research 
assessment at European universities



The EUA surveys

Expert Group on 
Science 2.0/Open Science

Key priorities 
#1 OA to scholarly outputs
#2 FAIR research data
#3 Institutional approaches 

to research assessment

Institutions: 260
Countries: 32

Institutions: 272
Countries: 36

Institutions: 321
Countries: 36



Open Science in universities’ 
strategic priorities 

Source: Open Science in university approaches to academic assessment. Follow-up to the 2020-21 EUA Open Science survey (2021)

Existence of an 
institutional OS policy 
Number of respondents: 271

Level of importance and 
implementation of OS areas
Number of respondents: 265-270

Yes

No

No, 
but we are 
developing 
a policy



Limited role of OS in university
academic assessment approaches

Source: Open Science in university approaches to academic assessment. Follow-up to the 2020-21 EUA Open Science survey (2021)

Open Science elements 
included in academic 
assessment 
Number of respondents: 172 / 272

Related to 
Open Access



Academic activities for research 
career assessment

Source: Open Science in university approaches to academic assessment. Follow-up to the 2020-21 EUA Open Science survey (2021)

Academic activities for 
research careers 
(2019 survey data)
Number of respondents: 191-195



Assessment methods 
for research careers 
(2019 survey data)
Number of respondents: 194-195

Source: Research Assessment in the Transition to Open Science. 2019 EUA Open Science and Access Survey Results (2019)

How is this assessment performed?



Source: Research Assessment in the Transition to Open Science. 2019 EUA Open Science and Access Survey Results (2019)

How is this assessment performed?

Publication metrics used
for research careers 
(2019 survey data)
Number of respondents: 185



Main difficulties for reviewing 
approaches to research assessment  

Source: Open Science in university approaches to academic assessment. Follow-up to the 2020-21 EUA Open Science survey (2021)

(2019 survey data)
Number of respondents: 233

The external 
environment 

The 
academics

Changing the assessment 
implies an institutional dilemma



The future of OS in academic 
assessments

Source: Open Science in university approaches to academic assessment. Follow-up to the 2020-21 EUA Open Science survey (2021)

Likelihood that the range of OS 
elements considered in academic 
assessments will increase
Number of respondents: 271



Reforming academic assessment



Some initiatives at institutional level

Open Knowledge 
Action Plan (2018)

More info @ https://sfdora.org/dora-case-studies/



Some initiatives at national level

More info @ https://sfdora.org/dora-case-studies/



Gaining momentum:
a European joint action



Gaining momentum:
a European joint action

The goal
“to have research proposals, researchers, 
research units and research institutions 
evaluated on their intrinsic merits and 
performance rather than on the number of 
publications and where they are published, 
promoting qualitative judgement with peer-
review, supported by responsible use of 
quantitative indicators.”



Gaining momentum:
a European joint action

The process
• The EC is acting as a facilitator to speed up 

changes to research assessment. 
• The goal is to bring together a critical mass of 

such committed stakeholders.
• Signature of an agreement by all willing and 

committed to reform the current research 
assessment system. The agreement may be 
accompanied by support measures.




